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The adhesion of Lord Halifax to this group was a great
acquisition, for he has the manner and physical appear-
ance which are respected in England.

The objects of Lord Halifax's November visit to
Berlin are conjectural. There is reason to believe that
he left the Nazi leaders with the impression that we
would connive at aggression in Austria and South-East
Europe so long as they did not embarrass the Con-
servative Party in England by a demand for colonies. If
Germany was to have Austria, Italy required some quid
pro quo for the loss of prestige as well as the practical
disadvantages of having Germany on the Brenner Pass,
It seems to have been on this last point that Mr. Eden
rebelled. He knew that the Spanish people had been
sacrificed by the Non-intervention policy, and he
insisted that Italy should withdraw her troops from
the Iberian mainland before there was any question
of recognizing her Ethiopian conquest or advancing
her a loan. The German contribution to Italy's appease-
ment would appear to have been the promise of more
armaments for General Franco, so as to ensure an
early end to a war which Signor Mussolini was finding
expensive.

On February 19th Herr Hitler protested against the
freedom of comment allowed in the English press. On
the 20th Mr. Eden and Lord Cranborne resigned. With
them went the remains of the Salisbury tradition in
Conservative statesmanship. They were replaced by
Lord Halifax and Mr. Butler, who was allied by marriage
with the Courtauld family. As if to emphasize the
complete change in tone a Mr. Lennox-Boyd, one of
the noisier of the drawing-room fascist group, received
a ministerial appointment.

The significance of Mr. Eden's resignation was much